Strong school–parent, family and whānau partnerships
Evidence shows that strong partnerships between schools and parents, families and whānau can mean better results for students
. The more meaningful and respectful the relationship between the school and the parents, families and whānau, the better their child is likely to do at school and in their future life.

School reports for parents in plain language about their child’s progress against the National Standards in reading, writing and maths will help parents to follow their child’s progress at school more clearly. These reports will be able to be used by parents and schools as a point for discussion, and will help to build partnerships that support children’s learning. 

Examples of current school-parent partnership programmes
There are a number of Ministry of Education-sponsored programmes underway that aim to build strong school-parent partnerships:
Reading Together
A programme of four workshops to help parents, family and whānau members support their child’s reading at home, Reading Together is offered by a participating school, with the support of a local library. The programme is based on strong research and development about what makes the biggest difference for children's learning. It has been operating in a number of New Zealand schools for over 25 years and is currently being trialled in four Rotorua schools.

Home-School Partnership
A programme for schools to use together with their parent communities (particularly communities where cultural and language barriers may be an issue) to improve children’s learning. The programme is often run as a series of workshops covering how parents support their child with reading, writing and maths at home. Over 100 primary / intermediate schools have used the programme since 2001. It is now also being taken up by some secondary schools in the Wellington and Auckland regions.

Te Kauhua 
A programme supporting school-based projects that are helping schools and whānau to work together to improve outcomes for Māori learners. Supported by a national coordinator, the programme uses data about Māori learners to promote effective teaching. The programme is currently being used by schools in Auckland, Hawkes Bay, Taihape and Christchurch.
Pasifika Schools Community Parent Liaison Project

A project that aims to raise the educational achievement of Pasifika students in mainstream schools. The programme supports schools to improve Pasifika students’ reading and writing through building relationships with Pasifika parents and communities. A group of schools in the Auckland area is currently using the programme.
Parent Mentoring
A programme that sets up and runs playgroups on school grounds to give early childhood education opportunities to children who might not otherwise have the chance. The programme also aims to give parents skills to support their child’s learning in the early years and as they move on to school. It also also aims to create and strengthen links between families and schools, and ease the transition from home to early childhood education service then on to school.  The programme currently operates through onsite playgroups at ten schools in Mangere and Otara in Auckland. 

Otara Boards Forum 
An incorporated society representing 11 school boards of trustees in Otara, which was created in response to concerns about low educational achievement for students in the area. Parent engagement activities include a Literacy Day event held every two years and parent training sessions at several local schools. The Literacy Days are becoming an established community event in Otara, with most local schools and early childhood education services involved. 
Individual schools are also showing innovation in successfully engaging with their parents, whānau and wider community. Some examples include:
Victory Primary School and Victory Village Community Centre

Victory School is a decile 2 primary school in Nelson. The school has become a community hub by setting up the Victory Village Community Centre in the school grounds. The school and the community have recognised that they can collectively make a bigger difference to young people’s learning by promoting the development of healthy, resilient and socially-connected families. 

Aranui School

Aranui School
 is a decile 1 school in Wanganui. The school’s values and beliefs are founded on the CARE approach (cooperation, attitude, respect and effort).  All staff use this philosophy in their day-to-day practice.  The principal maintains relationships and lines of communication with parents and whānau by visiting 40 to 50 homes each year.
Kaitao Intermediate

Kaitao Intermediate
 is a decile 3 intermediate school in Rotorua with Māori students making up 75 percent of the roll. This school has actively increased parent involvement in the school through a number of activities, which also aim to improve student learning. One example is the introduction of five learning academies – where students choose an academy and are awarded prizes for high achievement. Parents and whānau are taking an active role in their child’s choice of learning academy, a growing number are attending the regular academy prize-giving evenings and 91% of surveyed parents reported that the academy approach had helped their child’s learning. 
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