Glossary

API (Application Programming Interface): Software applications, such as spreadsheets or word processing, use a special language and message format -- the API -- to communicate with the computer operating system, database management system or other system programs. Software system vendors provide APIs so that their customers can use various applications directly from their desktops. Development and use of standard APIs safeguards business-critical data.
Certificate: the most common kind of credential in the network-computing environment. Certificates include standard information such as the owner's public key, globally accessible name, and expiration dates; certificates may also contain some application-unique data such as title, degree(s) earned and professional licenses. Certificates are also called digital certificates.

Digital certificate: Digital certificates allow a user to send an encrypted message. A digital certificate is an attachment to an electronic message that verifies the user is who they claim to be, and is used to ensure secure e-business transactions. The Certificate Authority (CA), which issues a user's digital certificate, makes known the user's public key, which another user employs to decode the digital certificate attached to a message. This process also verifies that the certificate was issued by the CA and allows users to obtain identification information of the certificate-holding sender. The recipient of the message can then send an encrypted reply.

DLL (Dynamic Link Library): is a collection of small programs, any of which can be called when needed by a larger program that is running in the computer. The small program that lets the larger program communicate with a specific device such as a printer, scanner or communications port is often packaged as a DLL program (usually referred to as a DLL file). DLL files that support specific device operation are known as device drivers. The advantage of DLL files is that, because they don't get loaded into random access memory (RAM) together with the main program, space is saved in RAM. When and if a DLL file is needed, then it is loaded and run. For example, as long as a user of Microsoft Word is editing a document, the printer DLL file does not need to be loaded into RAM. If the user decides to print the document, then the Word application causes the printer DLL file to be loaded and run. A DLL file is often given a ".dll" file name suffix. DLL files are dynamically linked with the program that uses them during program execution rather than being compiled with the main program. The set of such files (or the DLL) is somewhat comparable to the library routines provided with programming languages such as C and C++. 

Equivalent Full-Time Student (EFTS) – EFTS is the basis for the calculation used to determine the level of government funding paid to providers via the Ministry of Education.

National Qualifications Framework (NQF) – NZQA’s structure of recognised qualifications that classifies the unit standards which students can accumulate to achieve a qualification.
National Student Index (NSI) – the mechanism for uniquely identifying individual students.

Public Key Infrastructure (PKI): PKI is a system for verifying the authenticity of each party involved in an Internet transaction, protecting against fraud or sabotage, and for non-repudiation purposes so that consumers and retailers may protect themselves against denial of transactions. Trusted third-party organisations called certificate authorities issue digital certificates --attachments to electronic messages -- that specify key components of the user's identity. During an Internet transaction signed, encrypted messages from one party to another are automatically routed to the certificate authority, where the certificates are verified before the transaction can proceed. PKI can be embedded in software applications, or offered as a service or a product. E-business leaders agree that PKIs are critical for transaction security and integrity, and the software industry is moving to adopt open standards for their use. 
Record of Learning (RoL): An individual learner’s transcript of unit standards credited and national qualifications completed, provided by NZQA from a national database. 

Single Data Returns (SDRs) - tertiary providers are required to report details such as student enrolments to the Ministry of Education three times a year.  From 2000 this reporting has been in an electronic format known as a Single Data Return.
Tertiary Data Warehouse (TDW) – the Ministry of Education’s warehouse of data collected via tertiary education provider reporting.

Tertiary Funding System (TFS) – the Ministry of Education’s operational system for the processing of provider reporting for the purposes of determining funding entitlement.
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