Social skills training programmes have been found
to have limited effectiveness for students with
disabilities. To be effective training needs to be
frequent and intensive (over three hours a week),
and to generalise to different environments.

(Farmer, Rodkin, Pear| & Acker, 1999;
Gresham, Sugai & Horner, 2001)

Students with disabilities often have few friendships at school and experience
bullying. Their peers can see disability in a negative way. If we then emphasise
social skills development for students with disabilities, we suggest that they are
the problem and it is their responsibility to change and fit in with the school.
This does not leave any room to explore ideas about helping all students
understand difference and diversity, or help teachers to consider the other
aspects of school life that contribute to friendship.

(Cooper, Griffith & Filer 2003; Davis & Watson, 2001; Evans & Meyer, 2001;

Grenot-Sheyer, Staub, Peck & Schwartz 1998; MacArthur & Gaffney, 2001; Watson,
Holton & Andrews, 1999)








