Student learning is supported when teachers own the instruction for students,
and when they work in collaboration with students and parents.

(Liberty, Clark & Solomon, 2000; Rainforth, 1998)

Many students with disabilities however are left

to teacher aides to manage and instruct, and teacher
aides do not always feel they receive adequate
guidance and support from teaching staff to provide
instruction and support for students with disabilities.

(Giangreco, Edelman & Broer, 2003; Higgins & Ballard,
2000; Hulston, 2000; Thornley, 1998)

(Hunton & Doyle, 1999, p.22)

A guiding principle for classrooms is that teacher aides should

be attached to the classroom, and not to the child with a disability.
In this way they can support the teacher in their work with a variety
of students. To do this it is important to allow the teacher and
teacher aide time together to reflect on and plan for learning

in the classroom. When teachers have ownership for all their
students and critically reflect on their practice with others who
support the student’s learning, they are more likely to be inclusive
of their students with disabilities.

(Ainscow, Booth & Dyson, 1999; Giangreco, Edelman, Luiselli &

MacFarland, 1997; Meyer & Bevan-Brown, 2000; Onosko & Jorgensen,
1998, Tashie & Rosetti, 2002; Udvari-Solner, 1996)









