(Watson, 2002, p.517)

(Lovitt, Plavins & Cushing, 1999, p. 297)

(Cheston, 1994)

Jane’s account of her life as a child living Schools are pivotal in terms of Research shows that students with

with other children with physical disabilities students developing their sense disabilities are confronted daily

did not show a loss in her idea of her “self”, of identity. They can support the with ways of speaking about

instead she was fascinated by how others development of a positive identity disability that influence their

could do things that she physically could not. or they can be risky and isolating experiences and sense of identity,

As she grew older her physical differences places for students with disabilities. and that negative portrayals

had become an acceptable but unremarkable Students with an intellectual are common.

part of herself. disability may struggle on a daily (Linton, 1998; Priestly, 1999;
(Watson, 2002, p.517) basis to meet the academic and social Shakespeare & Watson, 1998)

demands in their environment. In
one study, positive support at school
was described by students as coming
from their friends and school staff.
This helped them gain independence
and make key decisions on a day
to day basis.

(Whitney-Thomas & Moloney, 2001)

(Davis & Watson, 2001, p. 673)
Jane did not define herself by her
disability. Many students with a disability
do not do so either. In one study deaf
students as a group wanted to distance
themselves from the word disability,
seeing disability as an “illness” or
impairment. For others, issues relating
to gender, age, class and sexuality were
more significant in their lives than
disability. Others say, it is their disabling
experiences not their disability that
defines their life experiences, and

they reject negative disabling identities
imposed on them by others.

Patrick understands his disability
in terms that have been
described to him. He sees
himself as someone with a
behaviour problem, and he
doesn’t seem to have had much
support in terms of challenging
this idea.

Springhoards () Practice




