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Jane’s account of her life as a child living
with other children with physical disabilities
did not show a loss in her idea of her “self”
instead she was fascinated by how others
could do things that she physically could not.
As she grew older her physical differences

had become an acceptable but unremarkable
part of herself.
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(Watson, 2002, p.517)

(Cheston, 1994)

Jane did not define herself by her
disability. Many students with a disability
do not do so either. In one study deaf
students as a group wanted to distance
themselves from the word disability,
seeing disability as an “iliness” or
impairment. For others, issues relating
to gender, age, class and sexuality were
more significant in their lives than
disability. Others say, it is their disabling
experiences not their disability that
defines their life experiences, and

they reject negative disabling identities
imposed on them by others.
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" and you know it’s one of those
standards where if you’re in normal class,
but if people see you walking toward the special ed section they say
“Ooh he’s got a problem he’s in special ed.” Nah. | mean
but I’'m only in there for study hall so | don’t
mind_ | prefer general but
so I’'m stuck in special ed.”

What are your students’ support systems?
Are they reliable and consistent?

Do they know when they need to access support systems?




@ Some things in our schools are visible to all students as markers of difference.
Have you thought about?
+ Timetabling
* Lunchtime experiences
* Pull out programmes
* Planning for trips
« The language and messages used in the school about disability
+ Physical access to playgrounds and buildings

* How mobility support is offered to the student.

Gill: “Patrick come over here and tell these people
why you’re in the unit”

Patrick: Looks down and mutters under his breath
Gill: “Come on Patrick tell them”

Patrick: “A've A've A’ve got Tourettes miss”

Gill: “And what does that mean Patrick? ”
Patrick: “It means | diiae behaved miss”.
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