The following comments reflect what studies both overseas and in New Zealand have found: students
with disabilities don’t always experience a sense of belonging in their relationships with others in
their classes and schools. In a New Zealand secondary school, parents and non disabled students
were positive about the benefits of inclusion, but non disabled students did point out that it was
not really o.k. that students with disabilities were often sitting separately from the rest of the class,
engaged in totally different work from us, and isolated at break time sticking together in their own
little group. The students in this study also disclosed verbal bullying which was distressing for them,
and which teachers were either not aware of, or not dealing with.

(Kavermann, 1998, p.53; Lovitt, Plavins & Cushing, 1999; Lyle, 2002)

(Nes, 1999, p. 120)








