
SCHOOL STATISTICS MONITORING COMMITTEE (SSMC)

Terms of Reference: March 2010
The Purpose of the SSMC

The purpose of the school statistics monitoring committee is to provide a two-way forum in which school sector representatives, education sector agencies and the Ministry of Education can work in partnership to develop:

· the content of data collections; 

· the processes used to gather and exchange data; and

· the analysis, reporting and statistics that emerge from these data collections.

It is a forum for debate about new and emergent data needs and issues associated with these. It has a particular focus on the Annual March and July Roll Returns from Schools.

Objectives

The SSMC has 4 objectives:

· to advise on the implications of changing data requirements and processes;

· to advise on the compliance burden for schools in providing data  and to seek to minimise this burden; 

· to advise on the issues arising from the analysis and reporting of educational statistics; and

· to work in partnership towards data collection, exchange and reporting processes that are fit-for-purpose and timely for all parties.

Scope

The SSMC will meet at least once each year to discuss the data collections for the following year.

The Manager of the Data Collection Unit will call the meetings, chair the meetings, follow up on the matters arising from the meetings and post minutes of these meetings the Ministry web site.

Where appropriate, SSMC members will canvass issues with their constituents in order to provide feedback from their organisations.

Membership

SSMC will comprise representatives from the groups in the Ministry of Education that use school data including:

· Curriculum, Teaching and Learning
· Early Childhood and Regional Education
· Education, Information and Analysis (EIA)
· Education Management Policy

· Finance
· Group Māori
· Property

· Research

· Resourcing 

· Schools and Student Support
· Special Education
· Student Management System (IT Group)
And representatives from the following organisations and agencies:

· Association of Proprietors of Integrated Schools

· Association of Teen Parent Educators of NZ (ATPENZ)

· Education Review Office (ERO)

· Independent Schools of NZ

· NZ Area Schools Association

· NZ Association of Christian Schools

· NZ Educational Institute Principals’ Council

· NZ Association of Intermediate and Middle Schools
· NZ Principals Federation

· NZ Qualifications Authority (NZQA)

· NZ School Trustees Association (NZSTA)

· NZ Schools Executive Officers Association

· Principals Council of Post Primary Teachers Association 

· Secondary Principals Association of NZ (SPANZ)

· Te Runanga Nui o nga Kura Kaupapa Māori o Aotearoa

School Management System Developers may attend some meetings of the SSMC as observers
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