Minutes of the School Statistics Monitoring Committee (SSMC) Meeting

Held on Tuesday 4 April 2006

National Library Conference Room, Molesworth St, Wellington

A) Apologies

Paddy Ford
New Zealand Principals Federation

Steve Hocking
Secondary Principals Association of NZ (SPANZ)

Wendy Gibbs
NZ Association of Christian Schools

Rae McKenzie
Association of Teen Parent Educators of NZ (ATPENZ)

Helen Webber
Association of Teen Parent Educators of NZ (ATPENZ)

Ray Newport
NZ School Trustees Association (NZSTA)
Rob Stewart
NZ Qualifications Authority
Lesieli Tongati’o
MOE, Senior Manager National Operations

Martin Connelly
MOE, Senior Manager, Education Management Policy

B) Attendees

School Sector Representatives:
Ian Webb 
NZ Secondary Schools Executive Officers

Sue Green 
Association of Proprietors Integrated Schools 
Lesley McCardle
NZ Area Schools Association

Tony Hamilton 
NZ Educational Institute Principals Council

Geraldine Travers 
Principals Council of Post Primary Teachers Association

Liz Eley
Education Review Office 
Jacqui Brown 
Independent Schools of NZ

Hayley Simms 
NZ Qualifications Authority

Anila Sudhakar
NZ Qualifications Authority

John Schollum 
NZ Intermediate and Middle Schools Association
Ministry of Education Representatives:

Data Management & Analysis Unit

Robyn Smits, Echo Brooke-White, Desiree Patterson, Jill Corrin, Cyril Mako, Nicola Grayson, Joni Halse, Odile Stotzer, Andrea Mill, Vanessa Poutoa
Demographic & Statistical Analysis Unit

Siobhan Murray, Claire Harkess 
Research Unit, Lisa Ng

Export Education, Ronald Ross

Schools Resourcing Policy, Sue Watt 
Monitoring and Audit, Mike Hodgetts 
Operational Policy and Analysis, Margaret Gascoigne

Resourcing Determination and Delivery, Ron Burbery 
National Operations, Ralph Lane 
e-Admin SMS Project, Ian Munro, Andreas Kubisch

e-Admin Enrol Project,  Herbert Booker

e-Admin Student Integrated Data Project, James Bull 
Minutes

1) Mihi and Introductions
Welcomed representatives and thanked them for their contribution.

2) Minutes of the Last Meeting
i. Circulated minutes from the meeting held on Thursday 7 April 2005 along with the most recent terms of reference.
ii. Agreed that the minutes were an accurate record.
b) Matters Arising from the Minutes

Noted the iwi data provided to schools was not always reliable.

Noted that schools and the Ministry both need to work on iwi data quality and use Iwi data to progress better learning outcomes.
Noted that some representatives wanted to discuss the issue of staffing levels in Intermediate Schools.

Agreed that the Resourcing division is aware of these issues and that they are considered in regular sector consultative processes.

Agreed that Ron Burbery will meet with Intermediate school representatives. (NZ Intermediate and Middle Schools Association should get in contact with Ron, email ron.burbery@minedu.govt.nz around the availability of a meeting during their National conference in Wellington on the 21st  - 22nd June).  
c) Attendance Survey

i. Noted the repeat of the attendance survey will be conducted in August 2006.  This is the same time of year as the 2004 survey.
ii. Indicated that currently the Ministry is not sure whether schools will be able to get their SMS’s to produce the data for this year’s survey. However in the future the Electronic Attendance Register will enable this.
iii. Noted that better guidelines were needed around the definitions of unjustified and justified absences.

iv. Noted that some representatives think the survey should be conducted more than once a year.
v. Noted that a report out of the SMS attendance reports should be able to be produced out of SMS systems at any point in time.
vi. Noted that some schools think the survey does not cover the issue of late students adequately and that schools have an interest in monitoring lateness.
vii. Decided that the Ministry will provide schools with more information about how lateness fits into the definition of intermittently absent.
3) School Roll Returns for 2005

a) Working Group on the Web Publication of School Data

i. Indicated the MOE wants to make data more available for those outside the Ministry.
ii. Noted that the general public, schools, organisations and marketing firms wanted this data, and that the Ministry is obliged to provide this information.
iii. Noted the Ministry suppresses numbers, and combines categories to supress any data that might breech the confidentiality of individuals.
iv. Noted that some representatives expressed the view that confidentiality should never be compromised.
v. Decided to set up a focus group to discuss the issues around the privacy of individuals in reporting data.
vi. Action: Cyril Mako, Team Leader for the Reporting group in the Data Management Unit took a list of representatives that are interested in this issue.  Cyril will arrange a meeting to follow-up on this in the middle of the year.
b) Education Counts

i. Provided representatives with a handout on the new web site for information, data and statistics Education Counts, and encouraged them to have a look at it at :-http://educationcounts.edcentre.govt.nz/
ii. Noted the March 2006 data is still being worked on, but keep an eye on the Education Counts website, under statistics.
iii. Noted the data cubes are not currently available to those external to the Ministry.
4) School Roll Returns for 2006

a) Collecting Data on School Leavers Highest Attainment
i. Noted that in the March 2006 roll return there are now two tables showing highest NQF attainment and highest Non-NQF attainment.
ii. Noted that this provides the Ministry with information about the Non-NQF qualifications that it has not had before
iii. Noted that leavers are only entered in one of these tables
b) Electronic Data Collection

i. Indicated an electronic version of the roll return is being developed, and at the moment electronic and paper-based processes are running parallel. 
ii. Noted that some accredited SMS vendors are making it possible to send the student data file (the .moe file) through to the Ministry at the ‘push of a button’.
iii. Noted the MOE files are encrypted and well managed for security reasons.
iv. Noted there is no additional fee to schools for this functionality.
v. Noted the only time constraint of submitting the MOE file is that you must complete the paper return first and make sure it is all correct before sending through the MOE file.
vi. Noted that schools would like to know that the data has been received.  
vii. Action The SMS project will explore the possibility of sending an e-mail to confirm receipt.
viii. Noted that an alternative electronic process for sending student data to the Ministry is being piloted.  This involves using a Portal that is accessed via the e-admin area of Leadspace.  A demonstration of this process was given.
ix. Noted that the Portal requires a username and password, and for schools to know where their MOE file is stored.
5) School Roll Returns for 2007

a) New or Changed Data Requirements

i. Noted that school deciles are reassessed after each Census. This means that school decile recalibration will be completed in 2007. This will involve gathering student addresses.
ii. Noted that in 2007 student home addresses will be included in the student roll return data file.  If the data file is sent electronically to the Ministry as part of the roll return process it will not need to be resent for decile recalibration.

iii. Discussed the development and roll out of Enrol, the student enrolment management system.
iv. Noted that Enrol stores the usual data on students including age, ethnicity and Iwi affiliation.  
v. Noted that in Enrol, Citizenship is a compulsory field for all students (not just for international students) and so the Ministry is asking SMS developers to enable the collection of citizenship data from all students.

vi. Noted that Enrol also requires an eligibility criterion for access to the education system to be verified.  Eventually this is likely to be integrated into SMS systems too.

vii. Noted the Ministry wants the data in the SMS and Enrol to be aligned.

6) Roll Audit Requirements

a) New Audit Requirements

i. Noted a circular was issued in May outlining the requirements for the audit process.
b) Electronic Attendance Registers

i. Noted schools need to have an accredited SMS to use the new Electronic Attendance Registers.
ii. Noted that the circular in May outlined the conditions of the electronic register.
iii. Noted schools will need to agree to the conditions of the process. 
iv. Noted that schools will need to keep a manual record of absences for one week in the first year, and if the schools do this properly it is our intention that they will not have to do it in future years.
v. Noted that different SMS’s report absences differently.
vi. Decided that for attendance purposes only, a school day will be defined as two half days of a minimum of two hours.
vii. Noted the SMS software should be available by the start of 2007.
viii. Noted there is no connection between school funding and the attendance survey.
7) Any Other Business

a) Scholarship Data

i. Noted scholarship question in the 2006 roll return was not clear enough with respect to the number of subject passes it referred to.
ii. Indicated that the Ministry was asking for students who had scholarship in at least three subjects.
iii. Decided the Ministry will make the definition of a scholarship student more prominently displayed for next year.
b) Teacher Vacancies

i. Noted the information in the roll returns about teacher vacancies is used for teacher supply reasons.
c) Date of Returns

i. Noted the March roll return is getting earlier in the school year.
ii. Decided that it would stay the same time, as if it was changed it would create a flow through affect pushing the 1 April funding drop back further.
iii. Noted the July 2006 roll return would be carried out on the 28 June. 
Acknowledged Desiree Patterson’s contribution to the roll returns over the last ten years.
Meeting closed.

