Education Kaikōura – Planning for the Future
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Welcome to the third Education Kaikōura Working Group Newsletter. 
Education Kaikōura- Planning for the Future is a community led process where the community provides advice directly to the Minister of Education about education needs in Kaikōura over the next fifteen years. 
The process is directed by the Education Kaikōura Working Group, and supported by an independent facilitation team.

Education Kaikōura – Have Your Say…..
Have you had your say yet? How would you like to see the future of education in Kaikoura for the next 15-20years? This isn’t just about schools but ‘cradle to grave’ learning opportunities for all. Make sure your views are heard. Talk to a working group member, fill out a pink form, fill in your views online at http://www.minedu.govt.nz/index.cfm?layout=index&indexid=12528&indexparentid=12525 or contact Gina Solomon (details below)
What has the Working Group been up to? 
The initial role of the Working Group has been as communicators. Working Group members have been out in the community, meeting with community groups, Boards of Trustees and individuals, explaining the process and encouraging the community to submit their thoughts on the consultation reports or ‘pink forms’. The working group has identified a need to extend this phase of the project, to allow more time for everyone in the community to have an opportunity to add their views into the mix. The process of analysing the information gathered so far will begin, and the community is encouraged to keep feeding information into the process until the end of June. 

The working group also hosted a number of events over the last weekend in March. The Open Space Forum held on Saturday 29th March was attended by a small but passionate group of people, who used the process to raise a wide range of issues for discussion. Examples of the topics explored were ‘Sustaining improvement into the future’, ‘Kaikoura- Gateway to Ngai Tahu’, ‘The importance of good relationships’ ‘Governance’, ‘Redefining rural schools’, ‘Tertiary Education’ and ‘Early Childhood Education’. All the information gathered during the day will feed into the analysis process. 
The second event was a workshop for Educational Professionals. Two guest speakers made presentations to the group. Firstly, Prof. Ted Glynn, University of Waikato spoke on the theme of ‘Creating Schools that are: caring, inclusive and grounded in community’. He was followed by Ross Kennedy, the Principal of College Street Normal School in Palmerston North who presented on A ‘21st Century Learning’ School Cluster.  An open forum discussion followed. 

The third event was a community ‘Leaders’ Forum’, again addressed by Prof. Ted Glynn and Ross Kennedy followed by open discussion. Issues discussed were the origins of the initiative, early childhood, special groups, skills inventory, how the Kaikoura Schools fit with the ideas in Ross Kennedy’s presentation and the identification of experts in the community. 
The working group also invited Mark Brown, the principal of Victory School in Nelson, to a public meeting on 8th April. Mark spoke about the transformation that has taken place at Victory School, especially in the areas of incorporating social and health services onto the school site, developing adult learning opportunities and the title of his presentation ‘Every Child Matters’ – ensuring the needs of individuals and their families are being met. He also talked about how student achievement had risen across the school and behavioural issues were reduced. 
What else is happening? 
The Education Professionals Advisory Group has been continuing to meet to provide support to the working group, through the provision of information and by providing opportunities for working group members to visit their schools. This group will be working with representatives from the Ministry of Education and the University of Canterbury. 
Next steps…
· The Education Kaikoura Working Group will continue to meet with groups and individuals in the community and to encourage everyone to make sure their views are heard. Extended deadline for community comments 30 June 2008
· Further guest speakers are being invited to share their stories of successful initiatives with the community. 

· The process of collating and analysing the information gathered so far into themes will begin, which will form the basis for the final report to the Minister. Opportunities for the community to comment on these will be provided at the public meeting outlined below and by working group members. 

· The working group is exploring ways of ensuring the children’s voices are included in the process. 


A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

The working group would like to confirm that the Minister of Education, Hon. Chris Carter, has been invited to address a public meeting in Kaikoura on 20th May 2008, at The Catholic Church Parish Centre, Ludstone Road from 6pm – 9pm. Following his speech there will be the opportunity for questions from the community. After a break for tea, a session will be held to review the visions and outcomes for education in Kaikoura, which have been generated by the process so far. Check the Kaikoura Star for details. 

If you would like more details of the project, to find out if a Working Group member can contact your organisation, or if you would like to receive some of the working group documents  (Consultation Plan, Flyer, Frequently Asked Questions sheet, meeting minutes consultation questionnaire, PowerPoint presentations)  please contact Gina Solomon – phone 03 319 6586 or email ginaandsteve@xtra.co.nz



April 2008 


























Education Kaikoura Working Group


Brett Cowan, Linda Craig, Darlene Morgan, Danny Smith, Leena Kerei Keepa, Benita Wakefield, Rachel Manawatu, Joanie Throssell





The purpose of the Education Kaikōura Working Group is


to inspire the Kaikōura community to continually develop outstanding educational opportunities for all.








