Toolkit 7C - Prioritising Hazards

Prioritising the hazard
schools may end up with a number of significant hazards. Therefore it may help to undertake a risk assessment of each hazard. This helps to prioritise hazard control methods, and assists in developing annual and strategic plans. It also aids in moving towards good management practices. 

One method of assessing the risk is by multiplying the potential severity by the potential frequency. The resulting figure is the risk rating. 

Procedure:

Follow these steps to make a risk assessment of each hazard.

Step
Action

1
Assess the potential severity rating by asking yourself what degree of injury or illness could occur.

1. Negligible injuries/illness

2. Minor injuries/illness

3.
Major injuries/illness (including possible long-term disabling effects)

4. Fatality.

2
Assess the probable frequency rating by asking yourself how likely is it that an injury or illness will occur.

1. Remotely possible

2. Known to have happened somewhere in the past

3. Strong possibility of it happening

4. Has happened in the school before

5. Happens all the time.

3
Calculate a risk rating by multiplying the probable severity rating by the probable frequency rating. You will end up with a number between 1-20. Add the multiplied number to the hazard register. 

Note:  The highest numbers have the highest frequency rating and need to be considered first.

