Noise Hazards





Control Plans

Area
Noise Hazard
Noise Levels (dBA)
Maximum Exposure without Hearing Protection 
Grade of Hearing Protection 

Woodwork Workshop
Background extractor system

Circular saw running (plus background)

Circular saw cutting

Sander

Overhead planer

Bandsaw

Grinder

Horizontal drill press running

Horizontal drill press drilling

Lathe

Thicknesser

Router

Jigsaw

Orbital sander

Dovetailer
75.2

86

94-97

88.8-89.2

82-83

80.5-81.6

80-81.4

77.8-78.5

92-96.6

81.4

93.6

99.9

93-95.7

88-92

88-92.5
(acceptable levels)

7-8 hours

30 mins - 1 hour

3 hours

(acceptable levels)

(acceptable levels)

(acceptable levels)

(acceptable levels)

30 mins - 1 ½ hours

(acceptable levels)

1 hour

15 mins

1 hour

1 ½ - 3 hours

1 ½ - 3 hours
n/a

Grade 1

Grade 2 or Grade 3

Grade 1

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Grade 2

n/a

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 2

Metalwork Workshop
Angle grinder

Industrial grinder running

Industrial grinder working

Bench grinder

Hammering metal

Bending metal

Straightening metal

Hacksawing

Extractor system over forge

Metal lathe running

Metal lathe working

Drill press (average)

Using centre punch

Drill mill

Electric hand drill

Bone carving drill
91-100.4

71.5

94-96.7

89-90.5

94.4

96

100.1

76

63.2

71.6

73-77.9

76.6

96.9

73

91.3

80.9
2 hrs run / 15 mins grind

(acceptable levels)

45 mins – 1 hour

3 hours

1hour

45 mins

15 mins

(acceptable levels)

(acceptable levels)

(acceptable levels)

(acceptable levels)

(acceptable levels)

30 mins

(acceptable levels)

2 hours

(acceptable levels)
Grade 3

n/a

Grade 2

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 3

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Grade 2 or Grade 3

n/a

Grade 2

n/a

Property Maintenance Workshop
Circular saw

Sawbench running

Sawbench cutting

Skill saw

Electric Drill
103.1

76

103-105.9

97.2

84-86.1
8 mins

(acceptable levels)

4-6 mins

30 mins

7 hours
Grade 4

n/a

Grade 4

Grade 3

Grade 1

Property Maintenance Equipment
Stevens commercial mower

Quantum mower

Ride on mower running

Ride on mower blades engaged

Honda mower

Tractor
90.1

89.6

89.1

92.2

86

85.6
2 ½ hours

3 hours

3 hours

1 ½ hours

7 hours

7-8 hours
Grade 1 or Grade 2

Grade 1 or Grade 2

Grade 1 or Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 1

Grade 1

Constant Noise Levels
Maximum Daily Exposure

85 dBA

88 dBA

91dBA

94 dBA

97 dBA

100 dBA

103 dBA

106 dBA

109 dBA

112 dBA

115 dBA

118 dBA
8 hours

4 hours

2 hours

1 hour

30 mins

15 mins

8 mins

4 mins

2 mins

1 min

30 secs

15 secs

HEARING PROTECTION DEVICES (HPD)

Grade
Noise Level
Type

1
86-91 dBA
Earplugs / muffs

2
92-97 dBA
Earplugs / muffs

3
98-103 dBA
Earmuffs

4
104-109 dBA
Earmuffs

5
110-115 dBA
Earmuffs

For further information refer to the OSH publication, Code of Practice for Manual Handling

