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Ministry of Education ESOL INITIATIVE – TESSOL (Teaching English in Schools to Speakers of Other Languages) Tuition Fees Scholarship
Background Information

Trained TESOL teachers in mainstream classrooms or as specialists in the school provide a critical intervention for English language learners who may need support in developing and strengthening their English language and learning skills. These students may include those from migrant, refugee or Pasifika backgrounds, together with fee-paying students.
Evidence has shown that skilled teachers with appropriate experience and TESSOL qualifications can lift the quality of programme delivery to students with English language learning needs and boost the oral language and literacy of their students.

Given the significance of teacher capability in improving outcomes for these students, the Ministry of Education will provide support for funding the tuition fees for teachers who undertake study towards TESSOL qualifications.

Teachers of English language learners in Auckland State and State Integrated schools are invited to apply for a scholarship which funds four of the eight courses that comprise the Graduate Diploma in Teaching English in Schools to Speakers of Other Languages (GradDip TESSOL) at the University of Auckland, Faculty of Education, Epsom campus.

The Ministry of Education will fund each teacher for a total of four core courses. This includes the cost of course fees for each course and approximately $100 for books. It does not include university student fees or other levies. It is expected that accepted applicants will undertake these courses over 2 years (one course per semester).
Eligibility Criteria
For Teachers:
· At least 2 years classroom teaching experience and currently teaching new learners of English in mainstream or specialist ESOL classes. Mainstream/curriculum primary and secondary teachers are especially encouraged to apply.  
· New Zealand residency and NZ teaching registration.
· Commitment to completing at least 4 courses of a TESSOL (Teaching English in Schools to Speakers of Other Languages) qualification, while in the employment of the school.
· Agreement to provide a 1 page report on the impact of the training on school and classroom practices to the National Migrant, Refugee and International ESOL Team at the completion of each course. (A template will be provided.)

For Schools:

· Agreement to fund a minimum of one teacher release day per course to enable teachers to attend related workshops or to undertake intensive study.
· Expectation that scholarship holders will be given the opportunity to share their learning with other colleagues at their school when they undertake TESSOL qualifications.

Schools must contact the Ministry if a teacher moves or withdraws from the course.
Note: The selection committee may also take into account the following further criteria:

· schools with teachers without TESSOL qualifications, especially mainstream teachers 

· schools with a demonstrated commitment to ESOL professional development

Making Application  


 (NB Please keep this page for reference) 

The ESOL Advisory Committee has agreed on the Graduate Diploma in TESSOL taught at the Faculty of Education, University of Auckland, as the approved programme.  Courses in this programme (eight in total) will help teachers effectively incorporate knowledge, learning needs and cultural backgrounds of students with English language needs into the classroom programme. (Course details for the Graduate Diploma in TESSOL are enclosed.)
Schools in Auckland are invited to complete the application form TESSOL QUAL/2012 and forward the names of teachers who have a commitment to meeting the needs of English language learners and are interested in improving their teaching capability. 

The closing date for applications is Monday 7 November 2011.
Please complete the application form and return to: 

TESSOL Selection Panel

Ministry of Education

Private Bag 92644

Symonds Street

Auckland 1150




Course Details 

Successful applicants will be notified by fax. Enrolment forms and course information will be sent shortly afterwards. The enrolments must then be completed and returned to the Faculty of Education before or on the 28th of November for final confirmation of a place in the programme.
The welcome for the 2012 TESSOL Scholarship recipients will be on Monday 28th of November 2011 from 4.00 – 6.00 pm at the Faculty of Education Epsom, in N5. This event will incorporate an introduction to the programme and assistance with admission procedures. Attendance is essential.
The first day of the first course (EDPROFST 227) will be Thursday 1st of March 2012, 9.00 am – 4.00 pm, and thereafter on Tuesdays 4.30 – 7.00 pm OR Thursdays 4.30 – 7.00 pm.
Teachers who wish to apply for selection must ensure that they are available on all the course days and must be prepared to commit their own time to professional reading and written assignment work. Schools are expected to provide support for successful applicants by funding one release day for each funded course. Some release days are used to cover course content and some provide academic study support.
For those who are awarded Scholarships for the second year of the GradDip TESSOL, there is no need to attend the welcome evening for first years on Monday 28th of November. The first day for the second year course (EDPROFST 373) will be Friday 2nd of March, 9.00 am – 4.00 pm and thereafter on Mondays, or Tuesdays, or Wednesdays 4.30 – 7.00 pm.

Payment Details

The Ministry of Education will make payments to schools of successful applicants at the commencement of each year. A payment of approximately $1,396.10 (GST inclusive) per person will be made directly into your school’s bank account.

The University of Auckland will invoice the teacher for course fees. The teacher MUST pass the invoice to the school and the school must pay this invoice by the due date. The school will reimburse participating teachers for the cost of books up to $100 per funded course.

ESOL INITIATIVE  

Tuition Fees Scholarship for teachers studying for the Graduate Diploma of Teaching English in Schools to Speakers of Other Languages (GradDip TESSOL)

APPLICATION FORM FOR SCHOOLS 

Name of School:





School number:

Address:

Name of Principal:





Phone Number:

E-mail:







Fax Number:

SECTION A (details of teachers nominated) – Photocopy the boxes below if more than two teachers are nominated
Name of Nominated Teacher:
Mr/Mrs/Ms





First language:




Years of teaching in New Zealand:


Other languages:                                             Years of teaching overseas:
Position in the school:



Teaching at these year level/s in 2011:
Specialist teaching subject/s:

Current Qualifications:

I am committed to completing the four courses offered.

Signed:



Date:
Name of Nominated Teacher:
Mr/Mrs/Ms





First language:




Years of teaching in New Zealand:


Other languages:                                             Years of teaching overseas:

Position in the school:



Teaching at these year level/s in 2011:

Specialist teaching subject/s:

Current Qualifications:

I am committed to completing the four courses offered.

Signed:



Date:

SECTION B
No. of Students in school:







___

No. of Teachers with TESOL Qualifications:





__
No. of Migrant or Refugee background English language learners:
          Funded
__










  Not Funded
__

No. of Pasifika English language learners:



          Funded
__










  Not Funded
__

No. of Fee-paying English language learners:




__

Provide a brief outline of the oral language/literacy/learning programme for ESOL students – you could include your current Strategic Plan or NAGs policy for ESOL students as an attachment.

SECTION C

Provide a brief outline of the expected impact on school programmes of teachers being trained in TESSOL.  How will you evaluate this?

Support from the school is crucial if scholarship holders are to meet the heavy burden of study and full-time teaching.  A factor in the success of TESSOL study is the support from Principals in allocating a minimum of one Teacher Release Day for each funded course, for the completion of course assignments.
Please outline what support will be given to nominated teachers.
The school is committed to supporting each nominated teacher during the course of study. At the completion of each course a one page report of its impact on school and classroom practices will be sent to the National ESOL Advisory Committee.

Signed: Principal






Date:
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