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Abbreviations

	5YA
	Five year agreement

	ACC
	Accident Compensation Commission

	GSE
	Group Special Education

	Te Pataka code
	Diary code for use by GSE staff to record time spent on specific job types

	ORRS
	Ongoing and Reviewable Resourcing Scheme

	RNZFB
	Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind


Introduction

The New Zealand Disability Strategy provides that no child should be denied access to their local, regular school because of their impairment.  In addition, the Education Act 1989, the Human Rights Act 1993 and the Building Act 2004 (and the Building Code) require Boards of Trustees to make sure that students with special physical, behavioural or sensory needs can access school buildings, including the toilets and technology areas.

To align with government policy and the legislation, the Ministry of Education has developed a range of property policies to provide for students with special needs, including design standards and a funding policy.  

Whole school modifications checklist
For use when planning work under 5YA/10YPP or First Time Enrolment Provision
	
	5YA/10YPP
	First Time

	School site
	Date
	Date

	· Road crossing
	
	

	· Fencing
	
	

	· Walkways and covers
	
	

	· Gates, latches
	
	

	· Bus shelters
	
	

	· Security
	
	

	· Taxi loading/unloading
	
	

	· Disabled car parks
	
	

	· Kerbs inside and outside the school gate
	
	


	School grounds
	
	

	· Railings
	
	

	· Stairs
	
	

	· Access, space, gradients
	
	

	· Route around school – distances, circulation, markings, covered ways 
	
	

	· Wheelchair tipping hazards
	
	

	· Hazard identification, signage and safety
	
	

	· Drains
	
	

	· Fields
	
	

	· Surfaces/Curbs
	
	

	· Playground
	
	


	Fire Evacuation Procedures
	
	


	Visual impairment
	
	

	· Painted steps
	
	

	· Potential  tripping or fall areas identified
	
	

	· Safety
	
	


	Classrooms
	
	

	· Flooring/surface
	
	

	· Lockers
	
	

	· Stair rails
	
	

	· Lifts
	
	

	· Ramp access/covering/gradients
	
	

	· Heating
	
	

	· Lighting/glare/access to whiteboard
	
	

	· Number in class
	
	

	· Door handles/Locks
	
	

	· Doorways open in/out, ease of opening/visibility/door widths
	
	

	· Equipment – Storage space availability
	
	

	· Bag hook location/height
	
	

	· Access to power points
	
	

	· Steps at doorways
	
	

	· General access to equipment
	
	

	· Quiet or alternative teaching spaces
	
	

	· Acoustics 
	
	

	Bathrooms
	
	

	· Privacy
	
	

	· Security alarm/phone
	
	

	· Hand dryer
	
	

	· Room space – wheelchair/hoists/helpers
	
	

	· Level access
	
	

	· Door width, weight, handles, locks
	
	

	· Door type – in/out/sliding
	
	

	· Storage space – height/lockable
	
	

	· Additional power outlets
	
	

	· Ventilation/temperature
	
	

	· Basin
	
	

	· low shatterproof
	
	

	· height
	
	

	· taps/levers
	
	

	· wheelchair access
	
	

	· location/position
	
	

	· sharp corners
	
	

	· Change table
	· 
	· 

	· heights – fixed adjustable
	
	

	· electrical outlets – low
	
	

	· wall space
	
	

	· hoist fits underneath
	
	

	· space to work around
	
	

	· freestanding/attached
	
	

	· Shower
	
	

	· floor surface
	
	

	· water heating
	
	

	· drainage
	
	

	· rails
	
	

	· stool – drop down
	
	

	· showerhead – removable/adjustable
	
	

	· walk-in access
	
	

	· Toilet
	
	

	· rubbish disposal
	
	

	· height
	
	

	· wall placement
	
	

	· general access
	
	

	· location
	
	

	· rails – wall mounted/drop down
	
	

	· toilet roll holder
	
	


	Other rooms
	
	

	· Office – lockup storage of medicines
	
	

	· Swimming pool
	
	

	· Speech and Language Therapist Clinic
	
	

	· Library
	
	

	· Computer suite
	
	

	· Sick bay
	
	

	· Dental clinic
	
	

	· Recovery/withdrawal space
	
	

	· Hall including stage
	
	

	· Gymnasium
	
	


Designing bathroom spaces for students who have special education needs

Introduction
The Ministry of Education’s Design Standard Guidelines provide a comprehensive overview of legislation, standards and recommended provision covering all aspects of school design.  One additional aspect of design, where school property provision may need to exceed that recommended for adult disabled access, is design for bathroom spaces.  

Designing bathroom spaces

Planning to meet the needs of students who have complex care and equipment requirements can pose a challenge to schools, special educators and families.  

Each student presents with an individual set of environmental challenges, care and support needs.  Consideration of both student need and existing school environment are central to the assessment process.  Understanding equipment in use, and the school staffing, is also important to achieve the best match between student need and the built environment.  Time should be taken to collaborate at the design phase to ‘get it right’.

Well-designed school facilities support student learning, participation and inclusion, independence or ease and safety of care.  Such benefits impact not only on students but also on the school staff who support them.

Four designs are offered below relating to four different student scenarios.  These can be used as a guide when planning bathroom facilities, e.g. when upgrading (under 5YA) or for work under the first time enrolment scheme.  GSE and school staff may also refer to the Bathroom Specifications Checklist at the end of this section to ensure that specifications for bathroom areas meet individual student need.  The list of references and the Design Standards Guidelines provide further reference material.

The design solutions below offer ideas for schools, GSE staff and designers.  They are not prescriptive, compulsory or standard provisions. 

Any plan that is proposed should be reviewed by school staff, the student/parents, and therapists and should also meet the requirements of the building consent process.  



Design 1

Bathroom plan for a student who uses a wheelchair, hoist, change table, shower and commode chair

The allocation of adequate space is a central issue for students who have high disability related needs.  Such students frequently use multiple pieces of equipment in daily care routines i.e. a change table, a hoist, a commode chair and a wheelchair.  Figure 1 uses dimensions from NZS4121 and the The New Zealand Patient Handling Guidelines (ACC 2003) as well as the specifications of commonly used equipment.  

Power points must be provided to charge the change table and hoist.  The change table is placed next to a wall but space is allowed to wheel it out from the wall if carers need to attend to the student from both sides.  Space has been allocated for storage of a hoist and  commode chair so that attendants work spaces are not cluttered.  Space is allocated on both sides of the toilet to enable independent students to transfer to their left or right sides.  

When detailing the placement of the toilet it is important to check the commode chair design.  The height and distance from the back wall should be checked specifically for  dimensions of the actual commode chairs to be used in this space.  Basin height should be appropriate to the individual student or at a standard wheelchair height i.e. 675mm to underside (NZS4121).

A curtain may be required to screen off toilet areas for privacy reasons.
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Design 2

Bathroom plan for a student who uses a wheelchair and can self-transfer 

This design is presented in NZS4121.  The placement of handrails should be considered according to the individual needs of the student.  A range of handrail options are available including fold down wall mounted rails, over toilet frames and wall mounted rails.  Specific requirements should be discussed with the students’ occupational therapist or physiotherapist.
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Design 3

Bathroom plan for a student who uses a wheelchair and a mobile hoist for transferring

This design is presented in The New Zealand Patient Handling Guidelines (ACC, 2003) but extra space has been allowed to enable the student to be hoisted from their wheelchair within the toilet room.  A power point will be needed for charging the hoist.  This layout will only be appropriate if the student is able to have clothing changed/adjusted in their wheelchair.  Where this is not possible (for example where students are incontinent or need washing) space for a change table should be provided.  
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Design 4

Bathroom plan for a student who is a wheelchair user and requires the use of a ceiling hoist, shower and change table

A ceiling hoist may be identified as the preferred lifting device when multiple students use one space or when space is at a premium.  Manufacturers of hoists should be consulted to ensure that ceiling spaces are designed to support such equipment.  The exact layout may change according to the type of ceiling hoist selected.
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Bathroom specifications checklist

When planning the specifications for any bathroom area the list below can be used as a checklist to ensure that child specific needs are met.

	· 
	Property Modifications for Students with Special Educational Needs
Bathroom specifications checklist

	
	Entrances
· Sliding or hinged doors

· Hinged doors open outwards

· Privacy when door is opened

· Door width (can the change table be moved in/out?)

· Handle type and height

· Space for wheelchair user to open the door internally and externally

· Lock and engaged sign

· Can be opened in an emergency

Electrical

· Height

· Extractor fan installed and placement of switch

· Heater installed and placement of switch

· Accessibility of switches

· Provision of electrical sockets

Change tables 

· Type 

· Is power required

· Is surface washable

· Side rails or head, tail boards if required

· Accessed by 1 or 2 sides

· Hoist fits under change table 

· Size of table top

Toilet 

· Rails beside the toilet i.e. flip up/ down, placed on wall, over toilet frame

· Rails needed on 1 or 2 sides of the toilet

· Placement of side wall rails

· Placement of toilet from sidewall and back wall - check commode chair fits over.

· Is a step up to the toilet needed? – Do not use a fixed step

· Separate bidet or incorporated in the existing toilet?
· What type of seat is needed?
· Can toilet paper be reached?
· Can flush be reached?
· Within reach of wash hand basin?


Bathroom specifications checklist (continued)
	· 
	Property Modifications for Students with Special Educational Needs

Bathroom specifications checklist

	
	Basin 
· Height of basin to allow wheelchair movement underneath

· Position of basin not so close to toilet to restrict access

· Type of basin i.e. shallow bowl

· Pipes are checked to ensure they will not burn students with reduced  lower limb sensation

· Is hot water needed? – Thermostatically controlled

· What type of tap is required? (lever type preferred)

· Hot air dryer or paper towel dispenser
· Access to a mirror
Shower 

· Wet area shower (NZS4121)

· Rails may need to be lowered

· Hand held shower head

· Fixed bench seat or mobile commode/shower chair?
· Curtains –need to touch the floor and preferably lead weighted to prevent billowing

· Floor finish – non slip without any change in level
Hoists 

· Manual/electrical/ceiling mounted

· Electric – needs charging power point 

· Needs storage area
Space and Storage

· Wheelchair turning space required 

· Storage space for equipment – hoist, wheelchair, sanitary refuse bin

· Consider left and right handed helpers and students

· Storage cupboards for cleaning materials, towels, sanitary items and consumables

· Storage shelves for ease of access to urinal bottles

· Wheelchair access to hygienic storage of self-catheterisation products, or pads
Floor and wall finishes

· Non slip floor – vinyl or tiles

· Coved skirting for easy cleaning

· No change in level

· Tiles or other waterproof material on wall to door height
Ventilation

· Extractor fan above change table

· Opening window at other end

· Louvre on entrance door


 Bathroom specifications checklist (continued)
	· 
	Property Modifications for Students with Special Educational Needs

Bathroom specifications check list

	
	Heating

· Ceiling mounted infra red heater with pull-down switch accessible by person in wheelchair

· Time switch for heater
Waste disposal

· Large bin near change table with bin liners nearby
Emergency call button – location

· One within reach of change table, one within reach of WC and one within reach of shower

· Audible alarm located in staffroom, secretary office and caregivers “office”
Privacy 

· Entrance shielded from general view

· Student to have direct access to the ablution facility and not through other classrooms or assembly areas
Signage
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Principles when planning for students with special educational needs


The following principles should be used to guide planning:


Promote independence and/or facilitate effective care provision


Eliminate manual lifting whenever practicable


Promote student privacy and safety


Promote carer safety and comfort


Plan for individual students and include reasonable provision for future students where this is practicable








Figure 1


Possible bathroom layout for a student requiring a hoist, change table, shower and commode chair





Figure 2 Possible bathroom plan for a student able to self-transfer from wheelchair





Figure 3 Possible bathroom plan for a student to transfer using a mobile hoist





Figure 4 Possible bathroom plan for a student to transfer using a ceiling hoist
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