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Introduction
The Ministry of Education has
prepared a series of guidelines to help
boards of trustees and principals to:

• assess the performance of existing
teaching spaces

• be aware of the characteristics of
quality learning spaces

• achieve the highest possible
quality spaces.

This information is important because
of the effect the teaching environment
can have on student learning.

For this series, ‘environment’ refers
to the quality of the learning
environment which is affected by
many physical factors, including:

• acoustics

• air quality and ventilation

• heating and insulation

• lighting

• interior design, function
and aesthetics.

These factors interact with one
another: achieving good natural
lighting must be balanced against
possible uncomfortable heat gain
from the sun, and the need for natural
ventilation can clash with outside
noise control efforts. No single factor
should be altered without assessing
its effect on all the others – a holistic
approach is essential.

It is also important to spend the
available money well (both the initial
outlay and long-term running and
maintenance costs).

This series gives practical advice, but
it cannot provide definitive answers
for all circumstances. What Designing
Quality Learning Spaces can do is give
advice which should improve teaching
spaces for both students and teachers.

Although the main objective is to
guide boards of trustees and
principals, the series should also be

available for teachers, to help them
understand what makes a good
learning environment and how they
can contribute to this, such as by
ensuring windows are opened for
good ventilation. The guides can also
be given to professional designers as
part of their brief.

While the specific designs and
solutions chosen will vary between
schools, all quality learning spaces
have certain features in common:

• there is always a fresh air supply,
which helps to prevent the build
up of carbon dioxide levels, clears
away pollutants, odours and
excessive moisture, and improves
comfort in warm weather by
increasing air movement and
removing heat

• there is a comfortable
temperature regardless of outdoor
conditions

• there is good lighting, preferably
natural, without glare

• students can hear and understand
the teacher from all parts of the
room (and vice versa), teachers
don’t need to raise their voices to
be heard, and noise from outside
doesn’t interfere with teaching.

In their design and layout, learning
spaces should:

• allow the teacher to move about
easily

• allow for a variety of teaching
methods

• allow enough personal space for
students

• let all the students see visual aids
clearly

• provide work space for specialised
activities

• cater for students with special
education needs

• be safe and comfortable.

A quality learning space will have
furniture which:

• allows learning and tasks to be
carried out efficiently without
fatigue

• helps protect students from injury
owing to bad posture

• reduces the risk of distraction or
fidgeting owing to discomfort.
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