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	1 April 2005
	Communiqué to schools

	Important changes to New Zealand Scholarship


The Government has endorsed a series of recommendations made by an expert panel looking at the New Zealand Scholarship exams. These will provide students intending sitting the scholarship exams at the end of this current academic year the certainty they need that the examinations will be robust and fair.

The Scholarship Reference Group (SRG) was established to provide advice and guidance for an improved approach to the 2005 New Zealand Scholarship examinations, and beyond. The Government accepted 25 of their 26 recommendations outright – deferring only a decision on the monetary structure of the awards until June 2005.

The 2005 subjects that will be assessed at the Scholarship level are unchanged from the 2004 subjects. The SRG confirmed that New Zealand Scholarship is designed to assess the ability of our very top students. Schools will have an important role in guiding students whether to enter this examination or not.  

The key recommendations are:

· Scholarship will be awarded to a set percentage of students in every subject. 

· This percentage will be set at a figure between two to three per cent of the total number of students studying a subject at NCEA Level 3. 

· To achieve the two to three per cent target in each subject, scholarship students will be ranked by marks or grades in the assessment process.

· Scholarship awards will not attract credits or contribute towards a qualification. 

· Inter-subject moderation or scaling will not be used.

· A National Scholarship Monitoring Panel is being established to oversee and advise NZQA on implementing the scholarship recommendations. 

The media statement Government Responds to Scholarship Review; a comprehensive Question and Answer sheet; the full Report of the Scholarship Reference Group 2005; and the resulting Cabinet Paper, are all available on the Ministry of Education website from the homepage at: http://www.minedu.govt.nz.

The Ministry of Education will report to Cabinet on the awards criteria for this the 2005 year, by June 2005, and on full implementation by June 2006. The Ministry of Education will keep schools fully informed of decisions as they are made.
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