Young international group students
Questions and answers
Who is a young international group student?

For schools: two or more international students aged 10 and up to (and including) Year 8, entering New Zealand together in an organised group, and enrolled at a Code signatory for 12 weeks or less.
For tertiary and private training establishments: two or more international students aged 10 to 13 entering New Zealand together in an organised group, and enrolled at a Code signatory for 12 weeks or less.. 

What if I have a group student who is under 10 years old? 

Students under the age of 10 CAN NOT be accepted as group students. 
If you wish to enrol students under 10 years old they must be treated as individual students under the Code. They must live with a parent, or be accommodated in a school hostel if the signatory has approval from the Administrator as set out in clauses 15.5, 27.3 and 27.4 of the Code.
I am already a signatory to the Code. Am I allowed to enrol young international group students? 

Signatories must have additional approval from the Code Administrator if they wish to enrol young international group students. The application form is available on the Ministry of Education website http://www.minedu.govt.nz/NZEducation/EducationPolicies/InternationalEducation/ForProvidersOfInternationalEducation/CodeofPracticeforInternationalStudents/CodeOfPracticeApplicationForms.aspx
How long will my young international group students application take to process? 

We endeavour to assess applications within three weeks, however in busy times this deadline may not be possible. Please be assured that we will assess your application as soon as possible and will be in contact with you when the assessment is completed. 

When do I need to get approval to host young international group students? 

By July 2011 any institution hosting young international group students must have approval and be in receipt of a certificate noting this approval. 

My private training establishment has never enrolled students under 18 years old before but we want to start enrolling young international group students. Is that OK? 

Before you can start to enrol students under the age of 18 years old (individual or group students) you must ensure that you have NZQA approval. Please complete a significant change to registration conditions application that can be obtained through NZQA. Once you have been approved by NZQA to offer courses to younger students, you can submit an application for additional approval to host young international group students to the Code office. 

Can group students enter New Zealand on visitor visas? 

Yes. 

If two or more students ‘visit’ my school are they classified as a group? 

Visitors to the school who attend for less than two weeks and DO NOT pay fees are not classified as group students. They are visitors. See Ministry of Education guidelines for schools hosting short term visitors: 

http://www.minedu.govt.nz/~/media/MinEdu/Files/EducationSectors/PrimarySecondary/PublicationsAndResources/Circulars/Circular201001/GuidelinesAndFAQsJuly2010.pdf
What accommodation can my young international group students stay in? 

Young international group students can stay in the following categories of accommodation: 

· Homestays 

· Licensed hostels 

· Designated caregivers 

· School hostels 

· Temporary accommodation 

The applicable provisions outlined in Part 6 of the Code must be followed for each category of accommodation. 

I want to enrol group students who are older. Do I need additional approval? 

You must gain additional approval from the Code Administrator if you want to enrol young international group students. All signatories are required to comply with the Code in relation to group students. Please contact the Code office if you have not previously arranged or accepted group students. 

What things should I think about when enrolling young international group students for the first time? 

· Identify the target group/s that you intend to host. Do a SWOT analysis to assess the risks and benefits to both the group and your domestic students.

· Take into account that a sudden influx of students may challenge the capacity of your organisation to provide personnel, support and resources.
· Consider contractual agreements. You will need a contract between yourselves and the group organiser that clearly defines specific responsibilities for each party and includes a statement that indicates the agreement may be terminated for a breach of the Code. 

· Ensure the safety of the students at all times regardless of the activity they may be doing. 

· Ensure that you have systems and procedures in place to assist students in their accommodation and to assist accommodation carers with their responsibilities. 

Do I need to ensure my young international group students have insurance? 

Yes. All education providers must ensure that all young international group students have appropriate health and travel insurance for the duration of their planned period of study. 

