International Education Agenda Discussion Document April 2007:  
Summary of Submissions Received

To be released on the Ministry of Education's website on 10 August 2007 following the launch of the International Education Agenda.
The Ministry of Education received 77 submissions on the International Education Agenda discussion document released in April 2007.  Of these, 15 were from Tertiary Education Institutions, and 35 from schools, including several submissions from clusters (representing a total of 42 secondary schools and 18 primary/ intermediate schools).  A small number of Private Training Establishments and individual language schools also provided feedback.

A range of representative bodies provided feedback including Education New Zealand, Institutes of Technology and Polytechnics of New Zealand , English New Zealand, the New Zealand Principals Federation, and the School Trustees Association.  Feedback was also received from other organisations such as Asia New Zealand and AFS.  
Approximately one third of submissions came from Auckland-based providers or bodies.
Most submissions were positive about the overall direction expressed in the Agenda and the proposed broadening of international education beyond the more traditional and immediate aspects of ‘export education’.  Submitters generally also agreed with the need to focus on quality and sustainability and to take a co-ordinated, ‘New Zealand Inc’ approach.  Many submissions also commented favourably on government taking leadership in this area and developing a strategic approach.  

However, submitters felt that additional resourcing would be needed for the proposed direction set out in the Agenda to be successfully implemented at institutional level.  Submitters also called for more detailed information about how the various government agencies involved would work together to achieve the goals and outcomes stated.

Views on the four goals

Submissions reflected a range of views on the relative priority of the four goals and associated outcomes and the balance across them.  Some submissions indicated that goal 1 (equipping New Zealand students to thrive in an interconnected world) should be regarded as the ultimate goal, which the other goals contribute to.  These submissions also considered that goal 1 was the area where most work needs to be done, and that it should therefore be the highest priority.

In contrast, other submissions placed highest priority on goals 2 and 3 (relating to international students and strengthening of domestic providers) in the short term, and considered that goal 4 (wider social and economic benefits for New Zealand) would flow naturally from achievement of the other goals.  A small minority of submissions indicated that goal 4 should be highest priority for government in the short term, with calls for increased marketing.  

These different views reflect the nature of the sector, which encompasses a wide variety of different types of providers and other organisations.  

Key themes

Overall, the submissions confirmed the potential priority areas for government that were indicated in the discussion document, with some differences in priorities between different types of providers.  Key themes from the submissions related to:

· The importance of learning languages in addition to English, and the need for appropriate resourcing and support for language teaching, including policy on which languages to focus on.  
· A need for pre-service training for teachers (and ongoing professional development) to better prepare teachers for dealing with cultural and language diversity in classrooms generally, not only in relation to international students.

· A need for further work to increase understanding and recognition of New Zealand qualifications overseas (particularly NCEA), including user-friendly explanatory material. 

· A need to assist the New Zealand public to understand the benefits of internationalising our education system (including the social and cultural benefits of hosting international students), and to strengthen public support for the International Education Agenda.

· Perceived difficulties international graduates have in obtaining work in New Zealand, with employer attitudes perceived as a significant barrier.

· The approach taken by the Tertiary Education Commission to internationalisation in the negotiation of investment plans was considered by submitters from tertiary providers to be key to achieving the objectives of the Agenda in their part of the international education sector.

· Submitters from primary schools considered that immigration and guardianship requirements for very young international students (years 1–6) were restrictive and were deterring the enrolment of international students
.  
Concerns from schools and English-language schools
Schools expressed some concerns that the discussion document appeared, in their view, to be focused on the tertiary sector, and considered that it did not provide sufficient strategic support for international education in schools.  Primary and intermediate schools in particular expressed a strong view that they comprise an essential part of a sustainable international education strategy, and wished to expand their role, particularly in providing a good pathway into New Zealand secondary schools for students who have already become competent in English and have adapted well to New Zealand. (Primary and intermediate schools currently account for approximately 4 percent of total international student numbers.)  

Some schools also expressed dissatisfaction with promotion activities undertaken through the lead sector body, the Education New Zealand Trust, indicating that, in their view, the activities were not adequately meeting schools’ needs and providing value for money.  This feedback has been passed on to Education New Zealand.
English Language Schools represented by English New Zealand considered that the discussion document did not include the "language traveller" market which is important for English Language Schools.  English Language Schools also called for greater work rights for their students.
Changes made for the final International Education Agenda document
Feedback on the overall direction of the discussion document was generally positive.  Therefore, significant changes have not been made to the content or format for the final version of the Agenda.  The Agenda confirms the priority areas for focus which were suggested in the discussion document (with some changes in relative priority).  New funding for international education through Budget 2007 was announced by the Minister for Tertiary Education at the launch of the Agenda on 10 August 2007.  For details see the Minister's press release.
Submissions called for more detail to be provided on the actions each government agency will undertake to achieve the objectives of the Agenda.  While the final document includes more information on specific initiatives, the inclusion of detailed work programmes is not appropriate for a strategy document of this nature.  Government will provide regular feedback to the sector on government actions, and on progress towards the Agenda goals and outcomes.  
Other key changes made in response to submissions are:

· Clarifying that the purpose of the International Education Agenda document is both a strategy and an overview of international education in New Zealand.

· Including a fuller definition and discussion of international education/internationalisation of education.

· Including more discussion of the social benefits of international education, including a new outcome statement under goal 1: "[New Zealand students] understand and respect other cultures, and contribute to the good of the national and international community."

· Locating international education in the context of global education trends, in particular for tertiary education.
· Including more discussion of international education in schools, including primary and intermediate schools.

· Explicitly acknowledging diversity among "international students" and their purposes of study in New Zealand, including "language travellers".

· Including some more examples and ‘stories’ that exemplify the different aspects of international education.

· Including more information about New Zealand government-funded scholarships for international students, and for New Zealand students to study overseas.

· Expanding the section on monitoring progress and measuring performance, recognising that in a strategy document this discussion should focus on the ‘system’ level rather than specific performance measures for individual agencies.  

· Adding Education New Zealand to the list of "key agencies", and including mention of Asia New Zealand and exchange organisations such as AFS.

· Adding more information about the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students.

· Including more information about the work of education counsellors and how they communicate with government and providers.

· Updating statistics on international student enrolments to include information from March roll returns in schools, which show an increase in international enrolments of 8% overall between March 2006 and March 2007, and an increase of 26% in primary schools.

� 	In fact, international enrolments in primary schools — which are overwhelmingly made up of South Korean students — rose by 26 percent from 1,177 enrolments in March 2006 to 1,486 as at March 2007.
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