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Network News is a monthly newsletter from the Ministry of Education’s Property Management Group to keep schools up-to-date with new policy, common queries and issues about education property. 
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1. What’s New – the Noticeboard

Teacher Housing During The Holidays
For all property matters over the holiday period, particularly urgent repairs, tenants should ring DTZ - 0800 800 885.
 

The DTZ offices will be closed from 24 December 2008 and reopen 12 January 2009, but staff will be available via the 0800 number.
Contents Insurance
Section 3.7 of the Property Management Handbook includes information about contents insurance. This is a reminder of the current policy.

As boards own the furniture and equipment at their schools, they are responsible for organising insurance to cover damage or loss to contents.  The ministry will not pay to replace furniture and equipment damaged or destroyed in a fire or other catastrophic event.  

Boards have two options for insuring contents:

1. They can arrange their own cover through an insurance company of their choice, or

2. They can seek cover under the ministry’s Risk Management Scheme (contents and liability).  

Risk Management Scheme

The Risk Management Scheme is an insurance programme administered by the ministry. It offers full contents cover and comprehensive liability protection.  

Boards can join or withdraw from the scheme at any time.  If a board chooses to withdraw from the scheme, they must provide the ministry with evidence that alternative cover has been secured.  This is to assure the ministry that contents insurance at the very least is arranged.  

Under the Scheme, contents cover provides for replacement, but does not cover loss owing to war or acts of terrorism, exposure to weather, wear and tear, and mechanical or electrical breakdown. A full explanation of cover is contained in the Deed for the Risk Management Scheme (school contents).  A copy of the Deed can be requested through the Resourcing Division’s Contact Centre.  

For more information on contents cover, contact the loss adjusting firm that the ministry contracts to service all contents claims for the scheme. Their details and related forms can be found on the ministry's website: http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/ResearchAndStatistics/RiskManagementSchemeForSchools.aspx
Funding for insurance costs

Boards receive risk management funding for insurance in their operational grant and must provide for insurance when doing their budgets.  

The risk management funding is based on a per student cost per annum.  If boards are members of the Scheme then levies are deducted quarterly from their operational funding.   This deduction will be evident on their entitlement notice under the heading ‘Risk Management’.

Excesses

Under the Scheme, a school’s individual excess will range between $500 to a maximum of $1500 depending on their claim history.  That excess will increase by $250 each time a school makes a claim for an event.  Additionally, for each 12 month claim free period, a school’s excess will reduce by $250.  

Claim forms

For a claim form go to www.minedu.govt.nz/goto/resourcingforms. 
Dental Clinics on School Sites
Under a new initiative from the Ministry of Health (MOH), District Health Boards (DHBs) have been reviewing the provision of oral health care in their districts. 

This includes looking at the best ways to use school dental clinics.  It is anticipated that:

· some school dental clinics will be kept and refurbished as community oral health clinics 

· some new community clinics will be built on school sites 

· some existing clinics will be decommissioned 

· there is likely to be an increased number of mobile units which will need new pads at some schools. 

DHBs have prepared Business Cases proposing the changes for their districts. These Business Cases have been presented to the MOH for approval and many are already approved. This could affect some schools immediately, as DHBs are keen to get underway at some schools.

A Resource is now available on the Ministry of Education’s website outlining the process for boards of trustees (boards) to follow when DHBs begin implementing their Business Cases.

This Resource contains the following:

· Info Sheets covering each stage of the process 

· Downloadable Process Flow Charts 

· FAQs 

· Downloads for the standard agreements.

See: http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/PropertyManagement/DentalClinicsOnSchoolSites.aspx
For more information on MOH’s strategic vision for oral health see the policy document entitled Good Oral Health for All, For Life: The Strategic Vision for Oral Health in New Zealand which is available on the MOH website www.moh.govt.nz.



Passive Solar Design
On 23 June 2008, Cabinet directed public service departments and invited Minister’s responsible for other state sector departments to adopt, and specify in all contractual documentation, the use of passive solar design principals when designing new buildings from January 2009. 

Passive solar design uses the sun’s natural energy to heat, cool, and ventilate internal spaces in a building. This can reduce the size of the mechanical systems required to heat, cool, and ventilate the building and, in some cases, remove them completely. This can mean both reduced construction costs and operational costs.

Further information is available at http://www.mfe.govt.nz/issues/sustainable-industry/govt3/topic-areas/sustainable-buildings/government-policies.html
Integrated Design for New Building Projects

On 23 June 2008, Cabinet directed public service departments and invited Minister’s responsible for other state sector departments to adopt, and specify in all contractual documentation, the use of integrated whole building design principles when undertaking new building projects from January 2009.

Procurement documentation for new buildings should specify the need to consider using an integrated whole building design process that “considers the building as a whole and requires the involvement of all stakeholders, design team members and future users”. The benefits of recognising design opportunities during the first stages of the design process are that they can be more easily and cost-effectively incorporated into the design. This may lead to shorter project timelines, less re-work and better buildings with lower running costs.

The Ministry for the Environments Integrated Whole Building Design Guidelines are available at http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/sus-dev/integrated-whole-building-design-guidelines/. 
Government Initiatives for Building in Wood - Build in Wood Option

From the third quarter of 2008 all government-funded project proposals for new buildings up to four storeys high shall require a build-in-wood option at the initial concept / request-for-proposals stage (with indicative sketches and price estimates). This will not prevent options using alternative materials.

This requirement will be a tendering rule (tendering rules are administered by the Ministry of Economic Development) that all government departments must apply.  To comply with the requirement, departments will have to seek at least one timber option to consider per project, unless it is manifestly obvious that a timber building would be inappropriate (e.g. for storing explosives). 

Departments will have to at least consider a build-in-wood option, and “consider” is the important word. The decision of which option to accept will be based on normal criteria such as fitness-for-purpose and value for money, with all options standing on their own merits.

“Build-in-wood” means that the main structural materials are wood or wood-based materials (it doesn't mean everything has to be wooden).

Timber and Wood Procurement Policy

The Government’s Timber and Wood Products Procurement Policy (TWPP) is an expression of its commitment to show leadership in addressing illegal logging and supporting the development of international sustainable forestry management. The policy aims to use the ‘purchasing power’ of government agencies to send a market signal in favour of legally and sustainably-produced timber and wood products. 

What does the policy require?

The Government’s Timber and Wood Products Procurement Policy (TWPP) requires that government agencies:

· seek timber and wood products from legally harvested forests; 

· maintain records for audit of timber and wood procurement that demonstrate verification of the legality of the harvesting of the forests where the timber and wood products were derived from; 

Government agencies are also strongly encouraged to give preference to timber and wood products from sustainably managed sources. Procurement staff should maintain records for audit of their verification of any supplier claims of sustainability. 

It is not mandatory to seek sustainable timber products, although there is a strong expectation that timber products with sustainability credentials will be given preference wherever reasonably available and consistent with value for money. 

The full policy may be seen at http://www.maf.govt.nz/forestry/illegal-logging/nz-policy-on-illegal-logging/page-05.htm.
2.  Frequently Asked Questions 

Fire Safety
Q.  Should we be providing fire hose reels or extinguishers or both?

A.  Under the Building Code Acceptable Solutions C/AS1 it is not necessary to provide either fire hose reels or fire extinguishers. However, fire extinguishers may be a requirement of the sprinkler standard NZS 4541 or the Fire Safety and Evacuation of Buildings Regulations 2006 in some situations. The voluntary provision of multi-purpose dry powder extinguishers (for combined fire classes A, B and E), especially in technology classrooms or science laboratories, is recommended. Fume cupboards may be fitted with a single manually operated sprinkler (this will require specific design covering alarm interaction, control, locking and electrical safety). The provision of fire fighting equipment should be discussed with the NZFS. Note that such equipment should only be used when it is safe to do so.

Development Contributions and other charges levied by councils

Q: Our project manager was charged a ‘development contribution’ by the council as part of the consent fees for our building project. What is this and do we have to pay? 

A: Under the Local Government Act 2002 (LGA) councils are able to ask for development contributions to pay for the costs of providing services such as the water supply, wastewater, stormwater, transport and roading. However, the Crown is exempt from these contributions, and in the ministry’s opinion, boards of trustees, as agents of the Crown, are also exempt.

The first thing to do is to check that it is a development contribution charged under the LGA. Unfortunately councils sometimes interchange terms such as “development levies/contributions/fees” etc and it may not be clear whether you are being charged a development contribution under the LGA or a fee under another Act. If a charge is made under a different Act, such as the Resource Management Act, or the Building Act, you will probably have to pay it.

If your school receives an invoice that seems to be for a LGA development contribution, contact your Network Facilitator, who will respond to the council on behalf of the ministry.

After checking that the invoice is for a development contribution under the LGA, the NF will write to the council and explain that the ministry believes schools are exempt from these charges on the basis that:

The Crown is exempt from the payment of development contributions under the LGA because of the effect of s8 of that Act. 
The ministry considers that this exemption extends to school boards of trustees as Crown entities which are granted “all the privileges the Crown enjoys in respect of exemption from taxation and the payments of fees or charges” under Schedule 6, clause 2, Education Act 1989.
The council will accordingly be invited to withdraw the request for payment. 

While individual schools boards also have the option of responding directly to the council, you are advised to seek legal advice before doing so.
3. New on the Web
	Document
	Change or New
	Where

www.minedu.govt.nz>property management> 

 

	SPG Calculator
Fire Safety and Design Guidelines
Surplus School Properties

Consultants Billboard

Dental Clinics on School Sites
	Updated to incorporate the Special Needs and Integrated Schools calculators
Download has been updated.
Updated for November
New listings added
New page
	http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/PropertyManagement/FormsAndTemplates/SchoolPropertyCalculator.aspx 
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/PropertyManagement/StateSchools/SupportingDocs/Section6DesignRequirements/FireSafetyAndDesignRequirements.aspx 

http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/PropertyManagement/StateSchools/SupportingDocs/Funding/SurplusSchoolProperties.aspx 
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/PropertyManagement/NetworkNoticeboard/ConsultantsBillboard.aspx
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/educationSectors/Schools/SchoolOperations/PropertyManagement/DentalClinicsOnSchoolSites.aspx
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